
  Mt Waverley Bowling Club Inc.      Newsletter April 2020 

 

 

           
MOUNT WAVERLEY BOWLING CLUB INC. 

        ‘The friendly bowls club’  

Letter to Monash Council from the Committee of 

Management. 

The Club has already considered Stage 1 & 2 restrictions 

as announced by the Prime Minister and the Premier 

together with advice from Bowls Victoria on the issue of 

COVID-19 and has taken steps to ensure full compliance 

with these directives. 

 

A notice was sent to all members on 23 March 2020, 

advising of the Club actions. 

 

As a result,  

• All competitive and social bowls activity has 

ceased 

• All use of the club facilities for corporate 

functions has ceased 

• The Clubhouse has been closed to all members 

and outside parties 

• The Club’s facilities are no longer available to 

community groups. (This activity was strongly 

encouraged by Council). 

 

We will, as you suggest, remove any remaining 

perishables from the premises within the next few days. 

This will be undertaken in full compliance with social 

distancing and health requirements. 

 

The sole activity being undertaken at the clubhouse is a 

regular weekly check on security and building fabric. 

 

The essential maintenance of bowling greens and 

immediate surrounds. 

 

Council will appreciate that bowling greens cannot be 

allowed to revert to their original condition due to the 

major cost and long-time frame required to bring back to 

playing condition. (on advice from Bowls Victoria). 

 

These activities involve no more than two people at any 

one time within the whole area of the club premises and 

will be carried out in full compliance of all health 

directives. 

 

The Club is fully committed to playing its part in 

minimising the impact of COVID-19 on the community. 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYs –April 

Fary Jim 

Musat John 

Chapman Ken 

Barton Val 

Bonnici Joe 

Carter Roger 

Oldaker Keith 

Hoggart Jo 

Barton Carolyn 

Saugy Di 

West Julie 

Coleman Richard 

Litchfield Dennis 

Johnston Rod 

 

ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS FOR 

THE 2020 -2021 SEASON 

It is that time of the year again we need to receive 

nominations for the following vacancies on the Committee 

of Management.  

Also, applications are invited for selectors of the various 

Pennant teams. 

Position 
Candidate Term 

President  Until 2021 

Vice 

President 
 Until 2021 

Secretary  Until 2021 

Treasurer  Until 2021 

Committee  Ian McLean Until 2021 

Members (6) Bruce Bennett Until 2021 

 Jill Anderson Until 2021 

  Until 2022 

  Until 2022 

  Until 2022 

 

Hi Barrie, 

 

It is a very weird time but there are many silver linings 

coming  from this virus which we can build up so that 

there is so much light from them, that shine the virus out 
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if its dark corners and we obliterate it because it fails to 

break our spirits. 

  

I am now out in the street while going door to door 

reading meters singing to complete strangers....yes it is 

true...my inhibitions completely erased and very 

liberating.  What song you may ask....the best song to lift 

our spirits.....ALWAYS LOOK ON THE BRIGHT SIDE 

OF LIFE.....it is a complete winner....so sing it loud and 

proud.. 

  

2. I am also making suggestions to everyone i see on 

how we can make community spirit boom with our 

neighbors. I am in the process to do this with my 

neighbors which I call the Community Around the Block 

Plan.  I will try to visit every neighbor in our block this 

weekend and ask for their name, contact email or phone 

number and a SKILL they have.  I then produce a 

summary for everyone which we can use for complete 

lockdown.  There could be about sixty houses 

involved.  There will be lots of things go wrong when we 

are in lockdown when the normal way of getting things 

solved is not available.  For example, what happens if the 

fridge stops working and there can be no doubt that 

somebody will have that happen to them because that is 

what happens in this weird dream, we are all in.  They of 

course will be desperate to get it fixed but how?  You 

look on the list and you see that there is a mechanic with 

car engine skills who might be able to fix the fridge 

motor....problem solved....if not and he says the motor is 

completely seized what then......call the  

community  block leader.  He sends out an email asking 

for spare eski's with ice....and I am sure the person with 

the issue is then inundated with too many eski's with ice, 

but problem solved. The same may go for our dreaded 

pilot lights for heaters that go out especially for those 

elderly ladies or men that live on their own that may 

have forgotten how to do it.  They may be scared to go 

out to their neighbors to knock on the door for help 

because it is meant to be a complete lockdown so they 

just get really cold in their house alone as they may have 

no family members who could come to their rescue and 

they do not know your phone numbers.  The community  

around the block can solve that because we all know how 

to fix that don’t, we??...just a phone call away.  All  

problems solved with virus free gloves warn because we 

wash them regularly like our undies. Now I have no 

handyman skills (would love to be like Derek but alas 

not) BUT I do have a lawn mower and I can cut nature 

strips.  There is a VERY, VERY big chance that many of 

our nature strips in our neighborhood within a very short 

period of time look overgrown and depressing because it 

has been the guys who come and get paid to do it are in 

lock down themselves and the owners have no motor 

mower. My skill is to cut the nature strips for those 

people within my around the block group and i will be 

very happy to do it because it will make me feel good 

that i am contributing to keep everyone's spirits up..... if 

you think this might be a good idea you can talk to the 

neighbors you know to try and implement it and pass this 

on to others.  

  

3. Glove Wearing........as you know I have been reading 

water and gas meters for the past 7 years.....yes 7 

years...can you believe that...I can't but then again I 

cannot believe some of us are grandparents a few times 

over!!!!........I digress......for the past 18 months work has 

supplied gloves....it has been voluntary to wear them, not 

mandated.  I tried them out to protect my hands from 

very spikey plants that cover meters, cobwebs I have to 

brush away, redback spiders lurking in hidden spots and 

I can still use my phone to swipe, push numbers on my 

phone. I love them and feel exposed if I do not wear 

them when doing the job.  They now have an extra 

purpose, protect me from virus surfaces. When I get 

home i put them in a bucket of hot water and detergent 

for an hour, then take them out to dry off overnight and 

there ready to go again next day.  I will be wearing them 

when I do my shopping and going to the chemist.  I feel 

the sense of security with them because if I touch the 

fruit and vegies with my bare hands I might get the virus 

on me that someone else put there or in fact I put there 

because I might be asymptomatic and do not know I 

have it, so passing on to others.  By wearing the gloves I 

know I am okay because if I go on to the chemist and 

wait for an hour to get my prescription it may two hours 

I had the virus on my hands and with the small cuts and 

abrasions on my hands the virus could go through those 

breaks before I get home to wash my hands and I could 

touch my face.  Of course, the gloves would now be 

carrying it, but the virus will not live as long on the 

gloves as it will on my hands.  Also, after wearing gloves 

for 8 hours a day every day I can now say with 

experience I rarely touch my face with gloves on.  It 

seems somehow that we naturally do not like to touch 

our face if wearing gloves. 

 

I know this is controversial as authorities are not 

recommending us wear gloves, but it just makes 

complete sense to me to do it because if everyone does it 

then no asymptomatic person will pass it on 

unknowingly. We do not have to panic to buy gloves 

because any type of gloves will do; dishwashing gloves, 

golf gloves, the thinner gardening gloves (the bigger 

bulky ones are just impractical but would be funny to 

watch you try picking up tomatoes with them), your 

winter gloves like mittens but of course NOT the ones 

with the fingertips cut off. 

  

3.Tell people to  rewatch the best comedy series I believe 

was ever made....perfect to watch with your 

children......what is it.......Get Smart.............I want to 



  

3 
 

             BOWLED OVER       April 2020 

hear kids saying......Missed it....by that much!!!!!! as well 

as other many classic lines from Don Adams 

  

4. Love the idea of putting a toy bear on the fence and 

letting families with young families play the bear 

game....let us all do it. 

  

5. Children now get to spend a lot more time with their 

parents especially their fathers and that must be a good 

thing 

  

6. We will see our beaches, parks and streets so much 

cleaner from litter.  Can we learn to keep them that way 

after we come out of lockdown? 

  

7. Our skies will be so much cleaner because our 

factories (what is left off them), cars, trucks and planes 

are not putting pollution into the air, global warming 

may well be slowed significantly 

  

8. The Japanese have not got their fishing boats out 

catching and killing whales.  Other fish stocks will grow 

because recreational fisherman are not doing their thing 

  

9. Duck shooting season will stop.......all the birds that 

should not be shot in this season will not be, along with 

the poor ones that can normally be shot 

  

10. We will start talking to our neighbors a lot more and 

a renewal of real neighborhood will begin 

  

11. Sing along with neighbors’ over fences might break 

out 

  

12. Children will start playing in their gardens like they 

used to because playing on their play stations will be not 

enough.  Shuttlecock, volleyball matches across the 

fences may break out...new imaginative games over 

fences will start that us grownups would never have 

thought of. 

  

13. A Comedian, guitarist, singer, juggler, violinist  or a 

talented upcoming child who is our neighbor and we did 

not know it will individually entertain us, maybe over 

fences or stand in the middle of the road on their local 

street and do their thing with us in our front gardens 

cheering them on.  Perfectly safe as no cars will be on 

the road, it will be so quiet their voices and instruments 

will flow over so many houses in their street and they are 

still keeping the social distancing rules........that will be a 

wonderful thing...if it has helped the Italians then it will 

help us. I would like to live on John Farnham’s 

street.   Maybe even the government could pay them and 

buskers to entertain their neighbors. 

  

14. Wars will end because both sides in disputes now 

have a common enemy they must focus on and they may 

finally all realise that they have so much more in 

common than what they thought because they must work 

together.  The Israelis and Palestinians as an example. 

  

15.  The Russians, Chinese and Cubans have come to the 

aid of Italy.......those who we may have considered 

negatively are now not looking like they are as bad as 

what the papers all make us believe they are. Sure the 

virus came out of China and they now need to change 

what happens in their markets but they are also trying 

very hard to make amends from what has occurred by 

giving assistance as much as possible to us to learn about 

their experiences with how the virus works and 

providing resources to the most impacted 

places.  Forgive, learn and move on together to fight the 

common enemy.  

  

16.  The quarter acre block will make a comeback as the 

value of a decent backyard is realised with children 

needing to run around and exercise, as well as us. 

  

17. The value of gardening for the sole will be 

discovered....we may look at our flowers, local birds and 

bees in a whole new way.  You may learn the name of all 

your plants and trees in the garden and remember them 

(that is one of my goals!!!) 

  

18. We will now have a lot of empathy for those living in 

their apartment blocks with children who do not have 

garden refuges. People will come up with clever 

solutions to help them cope with their apartment fever 

  

19. Some of the greatest paintings, photos, songs, poetry 

and novels of all time will be produced over this period. 

  

20. Our way of working will change forever because 

nature and that virus has forced us to do things in a 

different way and some of them may be better. 

  

21. A whole lot of new jobs are being created now that 

will send some of those forced in to unemployment now, 

off in to whole new directions that would never have 

occurred, that when they look back in years to come may 

say for themselves, it improved them as a person because 

those jobs were created to help all of us over the most 

impactful moment in history.  We have never shutdown 

the world to fight an enemy.....we have always ramped it 

up with bomb making,  tanks, guns etc.  Here we are 

creating extra jobs to keep our shelves full of food, many 

more security positions, setting up work groups to do 

special shopping list deliveries to elderly people and so 

much more. 
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22. The next few months is going to give us all time to 

reflect on our lives and what it means to be human and 

how vulnerable we really are and how vulnerable our 

precious planet is.  That is all a good thing. 

  

23. This virus primarily impacts us and our parents’ 

generation.  Thankfully it only impacts our children and 

grandchildren in generally minor flu illness ways.  We 

need to be thankful it is not our grandchildren most 

impacted (which I personally find intriguingly strange it 

does not hit everyone equally....normally the kids run 

around with flu's all the time).  

  

24. Society comes to the full realisation the vital role 

grand parents have been playing in keeping our economy 

ticking over by allowing both our mums and dads to be 

at work and that we need to cherish them and cocoon 

them from harm 

  

25. The virus has given our government and our society 

the dilemma about which we care about the most, our 

elderly in most cases or our economy.  Flatten the curve 

and try as much as possible to do minimise the damage 

in both is what our government wants to do.  Our society 

seems to be saying, save as many lives as possible even 

if it damages our economy. It is an unenviable task to be 

in, the pressure, not enough hours in the day and lack of 

sleep for our leaders and health authorities must be 

enormous and we need to forgive some of the mistakes 

along the way that will happen (not testing passengers 

coming off cruise ships). Everyone is throwing out the 

rule book, red tape, bureaucracy just to get ahead of the 

virus and it shows like in the war years that both the best 

and worst comes out in all of us (hoarding toilet paper).  

  

This virus is bad, really bad, but sometimes nature (for 

those of us who are atheist like me) likes to remind us 

humans that when us humans try to rule our environment 

around us completely it can come back to bite us and tell 

us who is the real boss and give us some lessons that we 

need to learn. 

  

Let us embrace the silver linings and move forward in a 

positive manner when this battle is finally over no matter 

how long it might take. 

  

(I know....a full on bloody sermon from me Kerrie but all 

these things are pouring out of me at the moment and i 

cannot seem to stop), 

  

Let us get out there and support our community in 

whatever small way we can, 

  

Cheers Gareth Husband 

 

Australian Sports Foundation 

Forms are now available from the Office to make tax 

deductible donations to the Club. The first project in 

‘Rebuild the Mount’ is the replacement of our awnings. 

Please speak to the Executive if you require further 

information. 

 

We thank our sponsors in 2020 and 

please give them your support in 

2021. 

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS 
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